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How World War One Was a Transformative Event
Before world war 1, people had a completely different view of what war entails. They never thought of war as a dangerous thing. Most people viewed war as being composed of heroic acts, glory, and even, to some, a form of adventure. However, when the world war one erupted, there was a significant change in their view towards any war. They realized that war was not what they thought but something completely different. This fact is what makes the majority of the ideas surrounding the novel, All Quiet on the Western Front, by Erich Maria Remarque. Due to this fact, world war one was indeed an event of transforming the people's views about what war entails.
First of all, war is a terrible thing that involves a significant level of brutality. However, people never knew this before the emergence of the world war one. Majority of citizens in different countries through that war was simple thing composed of adventure, patriotic duty as well as an avenue for glorification. When the world war one came up, the people’s view of it transformed to understand that war is not a good thing at all. Paul Bäumer narrates about what war entails and whether it is an excellent adventure. He first reveals this when he says, "The man gurgles. It sounds to me as though he bellows, every gasping breath is like a cry, a thunder—but it is not only my heart pounding." (Remarque, 2004) These words reveal that war is not what people thought. Instead, it is a bad thing to experience, especially when you are a soldier who is taking part in it. 
Additionally, since most of the people who were central in ensuring that the world war went on as planned are the soldiers, they were the most affected. Paul narrates that “… we are so completely played out that despite our great hunger, we do not think of the provisions. Then gradually, we become something like men again…” (Remarque, 2004) They finally found out that war was not a good thing at all. The truth of the matter is that the war was ruinous, especially to the people who were at the center of it. These people were the soldiers. Conflicting means that you are always in constant physical danger. The fundamental reason behind this is that there is no particular time that you can't be blown away by your enemy. As a result of this fact, the war partakers live in instinctive fear, not being sure of what will happen to them in the next moment. This transformation in thinking came up after facing reality was as a result of the war. People never imagined the war would make the soldiers live in desperate circumstances. 
The world war one was a war that up to now cannot easily be compared to another one. Initially, conflicts were seen as avenues where one can express love for his country. in other words, fighting for the country was seen as heroic and full of pride. Therefore, engaging in it was not seen as a big thing. However, world war one came to disapprove of this allegation. One of the reasons behind this is that, through the war, most soldiers were doing it under the motivation of nationalism and patriotism for the countries they represented. However, when these soldiers went to the field for the fight, they realized that it was a real war. This step was a changer since it significantly influenced history because people were now cautious with battle. War is disastrous in all means, and therefore neither nationalism nor patriotism is worth making a person engage in it. 
In All Quiet on the Western Front by Paul Bäumer, we find that Paul and his friends were all seduced to join the army. By joining the military, they would demonstrate this patriotism and nationalism towards their country. However, the situation that is reigning in the war is a very hard one. Paul narrates that when it comes to horrors in the war, it is not easy to keep up with the same nationalism that motivated you to the war. It is for this reason that Remarque shows that soldiers in these wars no longer fight for their country but their survival. This issue is an entirely different one from what humans believed about the war, and it proves that world war one was a significant turning point for human history, especially their perception towards the war.
Paul narrates that “…we have lost all feelings for one another. We can hardly control ourselves when our glance lights on the form of some other man. We are insensible, dead men, who through some trick, some dreadful magic, are still able to run and to kill…” (Remarque, 2004). Through these words, Paul shows how the conditions in the war are every day. People in the fight no longer mind about others. They live without any feeling of humanity, and that is why they end up killing each other. It reveals that whenever a real war happens, it is never an adventure or something to be proud of at any minute. The truth is that it changes peoples' fates and lives entirely.
Additionally, another experience people got from world war one was that we could live as friends without necessarily having to hurt one another. Paul reflects that by saying that a “word of command has made these silent figures our enemies; a word of command might transform them into our friends.” (Remarque, 2004) This statement means that people realized that war in the name of sheer nationalism was only making people become enemies. Due to this, patriotism should be used for the right purpose. The purpose should be to create friendship instead of ruining the existing one while trying to fight people who can be useful to us. This realization that instead of fighting, we can become friends as a result of the world war one. It, therefore, means that the war was a game-changer in the perceptions of people towards wars. 
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